Tests for evaluating non-immediate allergic drug reactions.
Non-immediate drug reactions (NIR) are induced by specific immunological mechanisms and involve the recognition of hapten molecules by the immune system, with the participation of dendritic cells and other antigen-presenting cells. This process is followed by an effector response that can induce several clinical entities, ranging from mild to severe. The type of immunological recognition can be used as the basis for the diagnostic approach. Both in vivo and in vitro tests are available for the diagnosis of NIR. In vivo tests consist of the reproduction of a diminished immune response with the culprit drug and in vitro tests are based on the stimulation of memory cells in culture. If both tests give negative results, a drug provocation test can be used.